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The universal declaration of human rights is the foundation of international human rights law, the first universal statement on the basic principles of inalienable human rights, and a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations.

It was the universal declaration of human rights, almost 60 years ago, that first recognised what have become nowadays universal values.

Drafted by representatives of all regions and legal traditions, the universal declaration of human rights has stood the test of time and resisted attacks based on “relativism”.

The declaration and its core values, including non-discrimination, equality, fairness and universality is valid everywhere and always. The universal declaration of human rights belongs to all of us.

The declaration represents a contract between governments and their peoples, who have a right to demand that this document be respected. All countries have accepted the universal declaration of human rights.

The declaration continues to affirm human dignity and worth of every person in the world without distinction of any kind. The UDHR protects all of us.

The drafters of the UDHR saw a future of freedom from fear, but also of freedom from want. They put all human rights on an equal footing and confirmed human rights are essential to a life of dignity.

The struggle is far from over. All of us must reclaim the UDHR, make it our own. 

UDHR is a living document that will continue to inspire generations to come.

UNITED NATIONS
The United Nations (UN) was founded in 1945, to stop wars between nations and provide a platform of dialogue.

There are 192 member states, including almost every recognized independent state.

The members of the UN decide on substantive and administrative questions in regular meetings held throughout the year.

The UN is financed from assessed and voluntary contributions from member states.

The United Nations’ aims are to maintain international peace and security, to safeguard human rights, to promote social and economic progress, improve living standards and fight diseases.

The pursuit of human rights was a central reason for creating the UN and in 1948 the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was ratified by the General Assembly.

The UN and its agencies are committed to uphold and implement the principles contained in the Universal Declarations of Human Rights. 
WHAT THE UN DOES FOR JUSTICE

The UN wants to reinforce the Human Rights. Thanks to UN efforts governments have concluded many multilateral agreements.

The General Assembly in 1948 proclaimed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that sets out basic rights and freedoms to which all women and men are an entitled, among them the right to life, liberty and nationality, the freedom of thought, conscience and religion.

There are two International Covenants that protect these rights, to which most states are parties. Together they constitute the International Bill of Human Rights.

The Declaration laid the groundwork for some 80 conventions and declarations of human rights. These conventions want to eliminate racial discrimination and discrimination against women. They defend the rights of the child and are against torture. The High Commissioner for Human Rights, who coordinates UN human rights activities, works with governments to improve observance of human rights and seeks to prevent violations.
The humanitarian law has been often violated. In 1993 the Security Council has established an international tribunal which has found several defendants guilty and sentenced to prison. The International Criminal  Court provides means for punishing perpetrators of genocide and other crimes against humanity.
The UN has helped lots of peoples to obtain their independence: for example, a UN-led campaign has helped end the system of racial segregation in South Africa known as apartheid. 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Amnesty International was founded in the UK in 1961 and it is a worldwide movement of people who campaign for internationally recognised human rights to be respected by everyone.

Amnesty International targets not only governments, but also not governmental bodies and private individuals. It works to improve people’s lives through campaigning and international solidarity. Its mission is to conduct research and generate action to prevent and end violations of human rights, and to demand justice for those whose rights have been violated.

The organization has been awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace for its work in defence of human rights.

CAMPAIGNING FOR THOSE WHO NEED HELP

Its campaigning remains firmly rooted in the power of individuals working in support of others who need protection or support, so that every person may enjoy all the human rights enshrined in the universal declaration of human rights.

It takes action to:

· Stop violence against women

· Defend the rights and dignity of those trapped in poverty 

· Abolish the death penalty

· Oppose torture and combat terror with justice

· Free prisoners of refugees and migrants

· Regulate the global arms trade

INDEPENDENT AND DEMOCRATIC

Amnesty International is:

· Independent from any government, political, ideology, economic interest or religion

· Democratic and self-governing

· Financially self-sufficient, thanks to individual members and supporters
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