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HISTORY OF IRELAND

The earliest inhabitants about 6000 BC. In the fouth century BC with the invasion of the Celts, a tall, energetic people who had spread across Europe and Great-Britain in the preceding centuries.

The coming of Christianity from across the Irish Sea brought major changes and civilizing influences. Tradition maintains that St.Patrick arrived on the island in AD 432 and, in the years that followed, worked to convert the Irish to Christianity.
Two hundred years of Viking invasion and settlement was later followed by a Norman conqu8est in the 12th century. The Norman conquest resulted in the assimilation of the Norman settlers into Irish society. The early 17th century saw the arrival of Scottish and English protestants sent as colonist to the north of Ireland and the pale around Dublin
.

In the 1800 the Irish Parliament passed the Act of Union with Great Britain, and Ireland was an official part of the United Kingdom until 1921. Religious freedom, outlawed in the 18th century, was restored in 1829, but this victory for the Irish Catholic majority was overshadowed by a severe economic depression and the great famine from 1846-48 when the potato crop failed. A decade later, in 1858, the Irish Republican Brotherhood was founded as a secret society dedicated to armed rebellion against the British. An aboveground political counterpart, the home Rule Movement, was created in 1874, advocating constitutional change for independence
.

The turn of the century witnessed a surge of interest in Irish nationalism, including the founding of Sinn Fein as an open political movement.
Nationalism was and is a potent populist force in Irish politics. A home rule bill passed in 1914, but its implementation was suspended until war in Europe ended. Believing the mantra: “ England’s problem is Ireland’s opportunity”, and tapping into a mood of Gaelic revivalism, Padraic Pearse and James Connolly led the unsuccessful Easter Rising of 1916. 
Pearse and the other 1916 leaders declared an independent Irish republic, but a lack of popular support doomed the rebellion, which lasted a week and destroyed large portion of Dublin. The decision by the British military government to execute the leaders of the rebellion, coupled with the British Government’s threat of conscriapting the Irish to fight in the Great War, alienated  public opinion and produced massive support for Sinn Fein in the 1918 general election. Under the leadership of Eamon de Valera, elected Sinn Fein deputies constituted themselves as the first Dail. Tension only increased: British attemps to smash Sinn Fein ignited the Anglo-Irish War of 1919-1921.
The end of the war brought the Anglo-Irish treaty of1921, which established the Irish Free State of 26 counties of northeast Ulster –Northen Ireland remained a part of the United Kingdom with limited self-government.
In 1932, Eamon de Valera, the political leader of the forces initially opposed to the treaty, became prime minister, and a new Irish constitution was enacted in 1937. The last British military bases were soon withdrawn, and the ports were returned to Irish control. Ireland was neutral in Word War II. The government formally declared Ireland a republic in 1948. 

IRISH GROUPS

Unionists and nationalists

People that believe that Northern Ireland should remain part of the United Kingdom are called Unionists or loyalists. The majority of protestants in the province are of this opinion.

People who can believe that Ireland should be united are called Nationalists or republicans. Only a small part of northern Ireland Catholics are in favour of unification. The vast majority of northern Ireland Catholics would be happy to remain in the UK if they were guaranteed the same civil rights as their Protestant neighbours.

 PARAMILITARY GROUPS

Since the late 1960’s terrorists have used violence claiming to act on behalf of the catholic or protestant communities. The IRA organised the 1916 rebellion in Dublin which eventually led to independence for the southern part of the country. Their goal is to unite northern Ireland and the republic of Ireland. The Ulster Volunteer force, a protestant paramilitary group, as used violence to stop any moves towards independence or unification.

Members of the established paramilitary groups who do not believe in the peace process have formed new terrorist groups such as the Irish National Liberation Army and the Loyalist Volunteer Force. These smaller terrorist groups continue to use violence to achieve their ends. They are called Splinter Groups.

SINN FÉIN

Sinn Féin is the political wing of the Ira. They compete at the elections in Northern Ireland and one of their candidates, Gerry Adams, was elected to the British Parliament. They represent the republican viewpoint at the peace talks. In order to take part in the peace talks all parties had to promise to renounce violence. Sinn Féin had to convince the British government that they were capable of calling a halt to the IRA’s campaign of violence.

Likewise, representatives  of the Unionist community had to put pressure on their paramilitary groups to cease their actions. The IRA called a ceasefire but refused to hand over their arms as the British government had initially requested.
A SHORT HISTORY 

OF NORTHERN IRELAND CONFLICT

(CNN) For more than 30 years the words Northern Ireland have conjured images of violence and bitter sectarian division.

Between 1966 and 1999 a total of 3,636 people were killed and 36,000 injured as the conflict spread beyond Northern Ireland’s borders onto the British mainland elsewhere. Most of the victims were innocent civilian.

Since 1997 a fragile ceasefire has held among the main paramilitary groups, while the Good Friday 

Agreement of April 10, 1998, offers the best hope of a lasting settlement to the violence for well over generation.

THE ROOTS OF CONFLICT

The period known as “The Troubles” is merely one link in a long chain of religious bitterness and conflict stretching back across centuries of Irish history.

Since the reign of Henry VIII (1509-49) when Catholic Ireland was brought under the rule of Protestant England, tension has existed between the two faiths.

During the reign of James I (1603-25) large numbers of Protestant were settled in the north of Ireland, creating a Protestant majority in the region that exists to this day. Following the defeat  of Catholic James II (1685-88) by the Protestant William of Orange (1689-1702) at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690, most of the land in Ireland was handed over to Protestant control.

The Government of Ireland Act of 1920 recognised this de facto religious division by splitting the country into two separate political units, a predominantly Catholic Protestant north.

The south subsequently cut all ties with Britain, becoming the Independent Republic of Ireland in 1949. The six counties of Northern Ireland remained a part of the United Kingdom.

In this political division, compounding centuries of religious animosity, that lies at the heart of the Northern Ireland conflict.

Most of Northern Ireland’s minority  Catholic population, mistrustful of the Protestant majority, would prefer to belong to a single, united Ireland. Most of its Protestants, on the other hand, are determined to remain a part of the UK.

The result has been an ongoing cycle of protest and violence as paramilitary groups from both sides of the sectarian divide have to press home their point with bombs and guns.

The vast majority of the region’s population eschews violence. But the two communities remain deeply suspicious of each other, and it is this legacy of antagonism and mistrust that the current peace process is seeking to dismantle.

A FRAGILE PEACE

The Good Friday Agreement has transformed the politics of Northern Ireland. It created a 108 member Assembly and 14 member executive body in which both Catholic and Protestant political representatives sit together in government. The main paramilitary groups are maintaining an uneasy ceasefire, the British military presence is being scaled down, the IRA has begun decommissioning its weapons, therefore inward investment has started to pour into the region as international companies have taken heart from the continued peace.

Significant section of population, predominantly Protestants, are best lukewarm in their support of the peace process. In the May 1998 referendum on the agreement, an estimated 96 percent of the Catholic community supported it as opposed to only 52 percent of Protestants.

Despite such difficulties, there is a wide determination to make the peace last. As British Prime Minister Tony Blair said in a 1999 speech to the House of Commons: “I accept that this in often and has to be an imperfect process and an imperfect peace, but it is better then no process and no peace at all.”

Real Hope in July 2005

On 2005, the IRA stated that it was entering a new era in which it would renounce violence: IRA units have been ordered to dump arms.

On May 2006, Northern Ireland’s political parties were given six months to come up with a power-sharing government or else sovereignty will be revert indefinitely to the British government.

MILESTONE MEETING IN 2007

After parliament elections in March, Gerry Adams, the leader of Sinn Fein. Ian paisley the head of the Democratic Unionist Party, met face to face for the first time and made an agreement for a power-sharing government.

British prime minister Tony Blair praised the historic deal. “Look back, and we see centuries marked conflict, hardship, even hatred among the people of these islands” he said. “Look forward, and we see the chance to shake off those heavy chains of history.”
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